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INTRODUCTION 



There has been a growing national concern with evaluation and 
program accountability that extends to rural development. The social 
scientists who perform the role of either program evaluator or developer 
must address the issue of accountability and evaluation. Rural develop- 
ment has special difficulties in addressing this concern. There has 
been no systematic attempt to assemble and synthesize those non-economic 
evaluations related to previously conducted rural development activities. 
Likewise, there has been no systematic effort to identify those specific 
sources on methods, measurements, and techniques that would be of high 
utility to the evaluator. Therefore, since there appears to be a serious 
gap with regards to rural development program evaluation, and since 
evaluation is becoming a requirement for programs utilizing federal funds, 
it seems quite urgent that a refinement and synthesis of rural development 
and program evaluation literature be accomplished. 

It is a major goal of a recently initiated Southern Rural Development 
Center project entitled "A Synthesis of Evaluative Research Literature 
for Rural Development in the Southern Region" to systematically assemble 
and synthesize those evaluations related to previously conducted rural 
development activities, specifically those which are primarily non- 
economic in nature, such as evaluations of programs designed to raise 
the overall quality of life, level of living, lire satisfaction, know- 
ledge, and acquisition of leadership and decision-making skills of rural 
residents . 

Since the beginning of this project in June 1975, its major goals 
have stressed the accomplishment of: (1) a synthesis of existing evalua- 
tive research literature in the area of rural development, (2) the extrac- 
tion of those principles and procedures which will have utility for rural 
development evaluation in terms of existing programs and the planning 
and evaluation of future programs, and (3) the development of sets of 
annotated bibliographies with the goal of making them compatible with 
existing computer storage and retrieval systems. Activities have proceed- 
ed in a cumulative manner beginning with computerized and library searches 
and the use of knowledgeables in the field, a synthesis of the gathered 
literature, and a series of publications, of which this is the first, 
containing bibliographies. • • 

We have called the- present bibliography "Preliminary" for several 
reasons. The first is that work is now well underway on a final anno- 
tated biblioG^^aphy, which will report, a restricted set of bibliographical 
references. In. this document, a brief descriptive annotation will be 
provided for what we believe are; approximately five hundred of the most 
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significant sources for rura] development. Our secondary reasons concern 
the sometiems inconsistent style and content of the references included, 
as well as the lax format in which they are presented. Primarily this 
bibliography is intended as a rough draft of references which are in 
some manner relevant to the evaluation of rural development, however 
broadly that may be defined. We have attempted to select approximately 
560 of the most relevant manuscripts for the benefit of rural development 
program developers and evaluators, a task accomplished by sifting through 
more than three times that number of manuscripts initially tapped for this 
purpose. 



EXPLANATION OF SUBJECT DIVISIONS 



This "Preliminary Bibliography" is divided into six major subject 
categories, two of which a^e further subdivided. This was determined 
to be the most useful and concise manner in which to present so numer- 
ous a group of references without including an elaborate index which would* 
prove as lengthy as the manuscript itself. For purposes of clarifica- 
tion, a brief description of each of the divisions is included below: 



I. MAJOR SOURCES: 48 selected books, articles, and annotated biblio- 
graphies dealing with many areas of evaluation, jith particular 
emphasis on evaluative research methodology. 

IIA. DEFINITIONS OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT: 78 books, articles, and manuscripts 
concerning the delimitation of rural development problems, as well 

as rural development per se; literature also focusing on the subject 
areas "rural development" should include, alternatives to rural develop- 
ment, and the future of rural development action and research. 

IIB. DEFINITIONS OF EVALUATION: 74 manuscripts, primarily journal 
articles, concerned with the philosophy behind and the defining of 
"evaluation", subjects include evaluation methodology, discussions 

on the function and utility of evaluation, and reasons for evaluation. 

III. CRITERIA-SETTING: 79 manuscripts focusing on the determination 

of rural development program and program evaluation goals, the detem- 
ination of program "success"; also included are numerous evaluation 
models and critiques of models. 

IVA, STRATEGIES OF EVALUATION-METHODOLOGY: 92 manuscripts, primarily 
journal articles and unpublished professional papers, which examine 
various types of evaluation methodologies, strategies, and procedures; 
also includes discussions on the applicability of various evaluation 
models and methodologies and the utility of several information 
sources as regards evaluative research literature. 



IVB. STRATEGIES OF EVALUATION-CASE STUDIES: 117 case studies report- 
ing evaluation results from many programs, including Head Scart; 
Farm and Home Management; VISTA; preschool, elementary, secondary, 
and vocational education programs; poverty programs; Manpower; 
Extension programs; public and mental health programs; Family Life 
Education, and many others. 

V. EVALUATIVE RESEARCH AND THE EVALUATOR'S RESPONSIBILITIES: 70 
manuscripts concerned with the reporting of evaluative research 

and the climate in which it is received, the politics of evaluation, 
and the paucity of published rural develooment program evaluations, 
those reporting negative findings in particular; includes also 
discussions on the ethics of evaluation. 

VI. RESEARCH IN PROGRESS: 99 research reports which provide informatio 
regarding ongoing research in rural development and evaluation. 
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■ .1965 Measuring Educational Achievement . Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 
Prentice-Hall . ~ 
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1 968 Annotated Bibliography on the Evaluation of Educational Programs . 
Eugene, Oregon: ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Administration. 

Fairweather, George W. 

1967 Methods of Experimental Social Innovation . New York: John Wiley and Sons. 

First National Conference on Evaluation in Public Health 

1960 Ann Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan, Continued Education Series #89, 

Freeman, Howard L. 

1970 Social Research and Social Policy . Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice 
Hall. 
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Development." Georgetown, Delaware: University of Delaware. 
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Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development Publication 
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1973 Research, Demonstration, and Evaluation Studies: Fiscal Year 1973 . 
Washington, D.C.: Division of Research and Evaluation, Children's Bureau. 

Rossi, Peter H. 

1969 "Practice, Method and Theory in Evaluating Social Action Programs." 

In James L. Sundguist (ed,) On Fighting Poverty: Perspectives for Experience . 
New York: Basic Books. 
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'970 Program Evaluation in the Health Fields . New York: Behavioral Publications, 
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1972 "The Use of Educational Knowledge; Evaluation of the Pilot State Dissemination 
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Department of Rural Sociology, University of Wisconsin. 
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1949 Measurement and Prediction . Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 
reuning, E. and Guttentag, M. 

1975 Handbook on Evaluation Research . Beverly Hills: Sage. 

ufflebeam, Daniel; Foley, W. J.; Guba, E. G ; Hamond, R. L.; Merriman, H. 0. and Provos M 
1971 Educational Evaluation and Decision Making . Bloomington, Indiana. rrovos, n 

chman, Edward 

1967 Evaluative Research. Principles and Practice in Public Service and Social 
Action Programs . New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

jrndike, Robert L. and Hagan, Elizabeth 

'961 Measurement and Evaluation in Psychology and Education . New York: John Wiley 
and Sons. 

Ipodi, Tony; Fellin, Phillip and Epstein, Irwin 

1971 Social Program Evaluation. Itasca, Illinois: F.E. Peacock Publishers, 
ler, Ralph W. 

1969 Educational Evaluation. New Roles and New Means . Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 

>. Department of Health, Education and Welfare 

970 Preparing Evaluation Reports: A Guide for Authors . Washington, D. C: 
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IIA. DEFINITIONS OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
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1973 ''Rural Development: An Idea Whose Time Has Come." Journal of Extension. 

• 11:1:35-40. 

American Medical Association 
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lemson University 

1972 "South Carolina Plan of Work to Accomplish Objectives of Title V of the 
Rural Development Act of 1972." Clemson, South Carolina: Clemson 
University. 
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